
PARIS TOPICS.
rn

PUBLIC TALK AND SOCIAL GOSSIP.
.TWO DMTtRO-lSHBD PEOPLE WHO WAITED FOB

THE OTHERTO CALL EISST.PRIVATE ENTEP.TAIK-

MBNTB,
During the recent visit of the Prince of Wales

ill Parts, tbat gentleman and Gambetta waited

for each other to begin tlie business of exchang¬
ing visita, each for reasons of bis own, and
botb waited in vain. It ia stated that tliere are
many bleaches of official etiquette now, and
wert) it not ibat the Bonapartes are rude and
oootbo, there might be a social revulsion io

.iavor of tbat party. Tbe struggle for office is

g«id to be producing an unpleasant effect upon
tbe manners of many French people. Interest-
Sag entertainment* have been given by Madame
Adam and Madame Grevy. Sarah Bernhardt
vecitod at tbe latter.

REPUBLICAN MANN-Rt?.
THE .?BINCK OP WALES AMD OA-BBTTA-A LACK OP

orfKiAi, ETiQ.rrra and coubtl'SV.*"la be-

PL3I.Il.UB r-ANCAIi^B" ABD THE ENGLISH LIB-

BBAl-S.BOW MADAME ADAM ENTEIiTAlNS HEB

acw*Ts
frbOMVBE aKOtn.AEco«aMPOH_««T or ms --.tar-iiU

PABU, April 12..Tbe Prince of Wales leaves

Paris to-morrow, and on bis way to London will
meet at Calais tho Princes-, bia wife. She has been

telba Court of Denmark on a flying visit, and be

has been brm chiefly for his pleasure. His even¬

ings in every instance have been spent at tbe thea¬

tre-, aud, tbe play over, ho entertained dramatic
friends at supper, or was entertained by them en

peril e-M-iite. Tbe Prince's mornings were devoted
te visiting the studios of great painters and sculp¬
tors ant) to dejeuners with iutimate friends.
Tn compliance with a wish expressed by
him, the goosioping French Journals, which

formerly reported minutely all bio move-

inento, did not send reporters to dog bis

steps. If I know that ho breakfasted
with several theatrical celebrities of both sexes In

ibo studio of Mlle. Sarah Bernhardt, aud sat to her

for a bust likeness, it io from a private source.

Always correct on points of etiquette, and disposed
to do tbe polite thing, his Royal Highness took an

early opportunity to call on M. Grovy. But be

made np his mind not to go to tbe Palais Bourbon
nnleos Gambetta first called on him or sent his sec¬

retary to inscribe bia namo in tbo visitors' book at

th* Hotel Bristol. Gambetta, probably deeming
himself tbe third peroon in the State trinity, waits

tar the heir-apparent of the greatest and most an-

, -aleut crown in the world to take the initiative in

exchanging visits. This the Prince will not do,
and I do not see either why he should

push condescension so far. Ambassadors on

' Mew-Tear's Day bave not boon unanimous in going
straight from the Elysee to call on M. Martel, tbe
President of tbe Senate, and then cn M. Gambetta
.t the Petit Bourbon. Some went on the 1st of
January of this year, and others did not. When the
Assembly was sovereign, its President took the-pas
en M. Thiers until tbe Rivet Constitution was

weted, which gave a lease of executive power to
fha old statesman dorina the existence of that body.
Tbe President of tbe Chamber of Deputies is not a

sovereign.far from lt.and, aa M. Clemenceau
yeaterday remarked. Ministers constantly say
tn the lobby when ho presses thia, that, or

the Other Republican measure upon thom,
"We accept tboroanhly your *rt-_ons. The
frill yon support io in every respect admirable.
Bnt it is folly to loee time in discussing it. the

Souate being certain te reject it." M. Gambetta does
"

not surely think M. Martel, who is officially above
him. is also superior In rank to the Prince of Wales.

lt I thought tho President of the Chamber merely
wanted to mark his displeasure at the Bonapartist
-manifestations of tbo English Court and aristoc¬

racy at Chiselhurst I should say, " Well, by all
moana, stand upon your dignity and resent as well
as yon can the Imperialism of tbo Queen, Royal

V Family and The Morning Poet section of the nobility,
I and more especially the part taken by her Maj¬

esty and tbo Dnko of Cambridge in pro¬
moting tho erection of a monument to

Prince Louis Napoleon in Westminster Abbey."
But Lords Beaconsfield and Salisbury were quite
as Napoleonic as Her Majesty and ber ohildren,and,
I say it with grief, tbo Eepuhlique Francaise waa not

too proud nor too mnoh affronted by their Lord-
ships' .Bonopartism to serve as trumpeter to tbe
Tarlee in the great electoral struggle. It may be
tbat tbe trumpet blast was sounded without Gam-
betta's knowledge, for he was in tbe country when

J tbe unfortunate article which The Standardnnd The
Telegraph were deliffbted to republish, came out in

hie Journal. There was, no doubt, considerable an-
j Boyance folt hero last Summer at the wailing of

; the English Court and aristocracy over tbe

8; dashed bopoe of the imperialists. Aa a

counter manifestation to tbe Chisolburstian
tune, a fete waa given at tbe Palais Bourbon on tbo
anniversary of tbe tabing of the Baatile.
Lords Beaconsfield and Salisbury, and, indeed,

B higher personage, taking umbrage thereat,
the scheme of a Holy Alliance, put forward at

Berlin, was adopted at Downiug Street and Wind¬
sor. Qnt tbe Prince of Wales was not in this wicked

plot, wbicb tbo electoral success of tbe Liberals in

England bas broken np. Last Christmas he ex¬

pressed at Sandringham to a friend of mine,
from whoso mooth I bave it, tbat be
would toot ask better tban to be on the
asoot friendly terms with the Republicans here,
but that owing to their want of savoirfaire he was
provented from mixing with them. On this occa¬

sion be complained tbat often as he bas been iu
Paris ainoe tbe month of August, 1878, M. Gam-
betta baa never called on bim, although to give him
an opportunity to keep up the social relations be¬

gun under such pleasant circumstance* at the

d-kjeuuer at tbe HAtol Bristol, tbe Prince sent him
B oopy of an autograph inscription of ** Tbe Life of
tile late Priooe Consort."

BEP0BL1CAH ILL-BBEBDEfO.
I am constrained with aoirow to admit tbat

Preneh Republicans sin greatly in their neglect of

social conventions, and I still more deeply -regret
'. to observe that their romi-amesa does not arise from

ignorance. The old school "of Repnblicans were

different, and they piqued themselves on their en¬

gaging courtesy and politeness alike to humble aud
to great folk. In speaking of the oid school, I
ably refer to the generation of wbieb Louis Blane,
victor Hugo, Carnot and F.rneet Desmarest are

-moog tbe rare survivors. Those now on tbe top ot

the wheel are sadly deficient in good breeding,
t wbicb in most cases lo derived from tho habit of

aneriAcing self for tbe nleaaare and convenience
«f ethers. I-tosidont Gravy bi not a vulgar man

nor arrogant, but it hi complained tbat be will not,
when old friends write to bim, be at tbe trouble of

answering their letters or of tolling bis secretary
that replies aro to bo coot. Oeneral Petrie, tbe

/. President's. aide-de-camp, is well bred. M. Du-
hansel, theChef-de-Cablnet, israther a cub. Gravy's
brother Albert, tbe Qof-s-rai*>-r-General of Algeria,
has .become so pufied-up as to be, when be is not a

cause of irritation to those under bim, tbe laugh*
tog tritton of all who approach bim. I could not

have oouoclved tbe alteration which bas taken place
ia him bad X uot known bim a third or fourth-rate
lawyer before Gtevy was elected President, and
a«ot bim in ooeioty when be was in Peria
last tr-nth. Nothing is to bo said against tbe Min¬
ts-tors oaroonaUy, b_t their eub-oriinatea do their
heat to raia . by t*teir cuubisl oem and want of
eovoir faire, enemies against then*. Coehery. who is

.bilging, polite and an axeolleut aaa of bimi-esa, j
has tba (-ood luck to have tor private secretary bb.

O-dy eeo,wbo resowbios him in manner** and person.

A discouraging feature in GoveroaB-ntal regions
it the Hisratrtsds to those wbo bave rendered great
services, and whs, standing on their dignity, will

.ot y«sh aud eringa in order te keep tl*in-
5«lr<."» in tbe minds ot official distributors
of lauree sod fishaa. When a elass u

ebie#y intent ea preonritig itself tnatet1»]
enjoytaroM, the finer soots! graces exprosBcd

word politeness die ont. Yoong Frenchmen

Bowl : r ot'their pksstnve and ot politi¬
cal allx;, c.uonut. M. Gentles, who hon oo'nineo

t ye, r >.y bia -Mpuseious aod

.jrs-u? s tan with bia mUtrt-*.
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rio Biere sud her^rhild, is a tyne of tbe genera-
n to which he belongs. Those rising scrarablers
er official loaves and fishes wbo are attached to

» State oar would be astonished to hear they
re not paragons of urbanity and correct beal¬

la Nor can they figure to the.*nselve8 the

risibility of power and patronage ever slip-
lg from their party: Gambetta bi not

any means arrogant. I bave ever found
n the contrary . and I have only experienced
ility from his lieutenants. But I hear loud
-plaints from persons entitled to polite deferene
th© cavalier manners of bis entourage, the mem-
rs of which have fatnitons Jack Homer notions

out their good luck In finding themselves in a

iendid palace. " What good boys we must be to

ve ouch a delightful time 1" tbey mostly seem to

ink ; and there is no surplus civility for those to
tom they have no direct and palpable interest in

ing attentive. Tbis is what m said. But Garo¬
tte's trusty old Si-cretarv Dumangin and his valet
anoois have escaped the censure which tbe others
mo in for. No doubt, tho position of the

per secretaries ls trying, there being
oh a vast "lobby" of place-hunters at

6 Palais Bourbon. I have adduced this argument
palliate offences which have been reported to me,

d I was* told that it is only those wbo are bold-
S In pushing who have any chance of bein- placed
on a favored footing. Gambetta.and Indeed
tivy stand each in need of a Sir Philip Owen. Sir

lilip was a fine instance of bow smooth words and
leslie to render faithful service to tbe State oan
rilitate business. He never in representing the
ince of Wales at the Universal Exhibition, ne-

scted a social or official duty, or angered a dison-
inted or a. worried exhibitor.

THE BONAPARTES RD Dix, AND -COARSE.
In governmental regions he-re, tbe carelessness
bich led to Sedan bas yet not been cured. Nobody
rabies his bead about important trifles. Small
aoksinthe ship are not, if I may use nautical
mg, caulked. A captain stands amidships, a man

indin- at the wheel follows his signals, and the
st is left a la grace de Dieu, unlees there aro offi-
1,8 who want to thrust themselves forward. It is
Bil for tbe Republic tbat Prince Napo¬
on is rudo and coarse-grained, and that the
>mte de Paris lacks affability and cour-

sy. Their deficiency in these respects are

striking tbat thin-skinned, proud people
ho deplore the surly manners of the governing
ass would have nothing to hope for in a return to
¦anarchical Institutions. Prince Napoleon in ooci-
y is an intellectual brute. Tbe Comte' de Paris is
(awkward negligent sloven. Living in Franco
a half-hidden Pretender has deteriorated the
Uer and, it is to bo feared, the inner man. At an

rening party he shocked the lady of tbe honse, n

iend of mine it so happens, by thrusting his hands
his trousers pockets and keeping them thero. In

ie matter of studying his convenience he is as bad
I the most underbred self-seeking Republican of
ie new school. His wife is a rough, strong-voiced
nyden, though she has been five times a mother,
he birth of ber fifth child, " a Prince," saith the
rleanlst Monlteur, took place a few trays since,

rinoeee Mathilde is good-hearted and able, but a

mgb diamond. Princess Clotilde."The Kmpress"
ie ii called in Jeromito circler*.has a thought lui
ire for her neighbors' interest and convenience;
ut she ii shy and afflicted with dogged manners.
partisan of her husband calls her a nineteenth cen¬

tury Mary Tudor because she bi sincere in every*
lil-g, a bigot in religion, apt to stand on her dig-
ity, resentful, attaobed to fri *nds meriting hsr at-
icbment, and wanting In tbe charms and graces of
er sex. Here tbs parallel ends. I be Princess is a
¦other- Childless Mary adored a husband disposed
> adore other women. Pious Clotilde holds iu con-

smpt the Vitellius to whom she was given before
ne was half way through hsr teens.

TORYISM OP GAMBETTA'S JOURNAL.

Gambetta aaid in my presence, tbe day he started
» Ville d'Avray, that he would receive there
either bitters* nor visits. I bave not, therefore,
Hight in his interest to obtain from him an expi¬
ation as to tho rmi-ion cTttre of the pro-Tory articles
rhich appeared in his Journal. It ls my privilege to

e in correspondence with many eminent members
f the Liberal party In England, and I bave had
Briers from them expressing their grief and aston-
ihment at the line taken, to the immense satisfac-
ion of Beaconsfield, by tbe BepnlUque Francaise
rben tbe. electoral battle was hot and undecided,
.nd, indeed, since. To-night, since I commenced
his letter, I received the following from an M. P.
f tried Liberalism anda pillar of his party i

Ii Gambetta sound 1 Isheonlvau ambitious pollti-
ian Io bidden sympathy with the sham Iniperiullsm
rtiloti has broken oat la higO places hers 1 I wlsti I
ouid dare send wltbout brencD of confidence a long let¬
er I have bad from Lord .. [I suppress the mime of
he nooleraan, wiio was a colleague of Beaconsfield lint
i now ola enemy], about uio Holy Alliance against the
"renell Republic*. Ii lay* bare every thread of tbo net
rhich Beaconsfield, Bismarck and " Mrs. Brown ".

Deaning an Illustrious lady.bave bean weaviin arnnnd
be Republic. Is it possible, a* Lt.rd-seem* to think,
nat Ditsy, wltb sat-anlo art, bas been trying to flatter
md oajole Gambetta into beoomtagao executioner of
be liberties of bis country I Austria lias bceu deep in
be plot, snd Beust and Torr arr all lo all wltb tbo
-alaia Bourbon set. You may rood tins letter. If you
udge nt. suppressing tbe name ot Lord-. Our an-

ralsb was creal when we found ibm tbe Rtpublluue
rrancai** was tn tbe van of our enemies.
To tbis I reply.tor I have no doubt the quos-

:ion asked in tho above quoted letter will have
ieen raised in New-York ere this missive arrives.
Gambetta, on the day on which Lord Sslisbnrv
lassed through Pans en route for Biarits, groaned
.in anguish of spirit also.at the apparent bope-
essness of the Liberal prospects in England. He
rinew about the Holy Alliance plan, but- he did not
Delieve it could succeed. Just before the friend to
whom he bad expressed this view of the scheme
-.roponnded at Berlin, taken up at Vienna, and ap¬
proved of Downing Street, the present foreign
¦ditor of tho RtpubUque Francaise passed ont from
jambettu's Cabinet. This journalist ls a for¬
mer Communal prescript, and may or may not have
rome to the Palais Bourbon for his cue Before the
President of tbe Chamber started for the country,
ile has been appointed by M. de Freycinet to, for a
rory young man, a lucrative diplomatic post on the
Danube, where be will spend ten ont of tho twelve
months. Well, the night of the Swedish banquet I
met M. Kpuller, tbe Deputy and whilom the prudent
rab-edrtor of Uambetta's journal. Hecaine upto con¬
gratulate me on the success of the Liberals in tbe
light ot the English ballot-boxes, and to express Ins
deep concern at the line taken by the
H/publique Francaise. "Tbey hove." be said,
" been letting on a paroel of mischievous non¬

sense." Later in the week I met a shareholder of
that paper who talked in the same sense, bnt went
further thou M. Spuller, inasmuch as he said Gam¬
betta had nothing to do with the unfortunate
articles. That very day my interlocutor had been
to the Petit Burbou, to inrodme Nordenskjold to
the President of tbe Chamber, who bad ruu up to
town to meet tbe Swedish explorer. I was, more¬

over, told that the offender was the ox-Communint
Foreign Editor, aud that he was actuated
by a personal motive. Ho wanted, by
entering the lists as a whole-bog champion
of tbe Tories, to assure himself a good
re-ception from tbe English and other monarchical
diplomats with whom he would be in official rela¬
tions. Otherwise, he feared being "sent by them
to Coventry." Again.a smalt hinge on which
perhaps some great event is turning!.it was not
wiso to make a yoong fellow a diplomatic represen¬
tative of tbo Republic, merely bet-cause bo bad been
a Communist proscript and could translate English
newspaper article***. Into French. However, I sholl
suspend judgment nntil I see tbe President of the
(.bamber, ot whom I will only now say that he has
not eutertaiued tho sinister projects ascribed to
bim by tbe angered English Liberals.

A SOIREE AT MADAME ADA-'g.
Madams Heine's fete, splendid as it was, was of

leas artistic interest than tbe monthly " ladies "

soiree at Madame Adam's, or the soiree mutioalel at
Doctor Fouvel'a. The Editress of the Nouvelle Re¬
nts loutitt herself suddenly deserted by political
men. after her first great onslaught upon Bismarck.
Ol course they would not oonfess to her. when she
sought uu explanation, the true motive of their de¬

sertion. Tbe excuse they alleged was that their
bettor halves, angry at MadameAdam's keeping all
the gontleoieu to herself at ber Wednesday recep¬
tions, ordered them not in future to attend them.
*' To prove to your wives," she said, " how good and
generous f am. I shall only invite ladies
un the first Wednesday of every month,
and as the ordinary rou of women have no taste for

politico, engage tbo beet artists in Pans to amuse

them. My ordinary habitues may drop in if they
like. So said, oo done. The first of this series of
receptions waa a groat success, but tho ladies wbo
attended were, for tho most part, tsonneeted with
tho literary or tho artistic circles of tbe Parisian
world Tooee wbo bsd pretty daughters brought
them. One of tbe rosebud beauties was Mlle. 8sar-
vadr, d-aiigairr of Mine*, -snrvaily ode Clan*-, tho
celebi-at-eil niau tat. bite isa delicious apeeiinen of
tbe Huugan n typo of loveliness, and there is a

wild expression in ber darb, flashing eyes
which enhances ber beauty. Madame Torr,
wbo ia nsw aa inseparable triend of Slndame Adams,
waa bi white satic, -mi had scarlet poppies iu her
oorong* sad blende bair, hbo is a woman of opu-

t proportions If Rubens had been painting
m imagination the head and bust of a Roman
loree*., he would bave done something iu the
le of Madame Torr, who is a Bonaparte through
r mother. Madamefurr has strongly accentuated,
t noble and not unwomanly, features. .Mer
a is of snowy whiteness, and her cora-

¦xion good. She is the unmistakable de-*

n.lont of -Letitia Ramolini; and abe
s tho ear of Pauline and the family voice, which
discordant. No dangliter of the bouse of

naparte ever had a sweet voice. I coukl blind-
d, in a crowded room, lay my hand on Madame
tazzi, Madame Turr, the Princess Mathilde, or

j Duchess de .Mouchy. wero I only to hear auy pf
.se ladies speak. Madamo Grev-y snd her dauph-
(Mndamo Adinn being now the part'san of tho

t-B-S i ss opposed to tbe Petit Bourbon) dropped in.
o Presbienr's wife acts on Talleyrand s re¬

lictions to his niece: " Directly yon find yonr-
f on the wroug side of fifty, muffle up round the

ck, and lengthen the skirts of your dresses, for au
lerly lady should only show her face."

A RARE ENTERTAINMENT.
i. large drawing-room was quito filled with la¬
ss, and there was no place of honor for any, not

en for Madame Gr6vy. There was no programme
the entertainment. Madame Adam led ber

eats from surprise to surprise. Eugalli, of the
¦era Comiqne, sang in Russian some of Glinka's
rring military songs. She has a contralto Voice,
op and rich in the lower notes, and very powerfni
d a little brazen in tho higher, Her vocal force
too great for a drawing-room, or even for a small
eatre. But she would be an ideal singer
the head of a regiment, advancing to the battle-
Id. A greater artiate-in her genre there is not in

a world. She is a tall, finely-formed woman, with
hock of curly blonde hair, and a sonsy, good-oa¬
red and most expressive countenance. Madame
nrvady's Hungarian airs on tho pianoforte were
lelioioiiB souvenir of the Tsigaines at the lost
nversal Exhibition. Madame S. does what she
eases with the key-board. She makes it weep,
nil, ripple like a brook, shriek, go into ccstacies of
slight, and without apparent effort* ou her parts
era is the Viennese style of instrumentation,
irah Bernhardt recited, holding a book in her
iud, poems of Conpee aud Leconte do Lisle. Tho
ore I see her, the less I like her. Hhs is growing
¦eadfully affected. Her voice has not a natural
ii bro. It is sweet, I admit, nnd the intonations
e distinct. Ristori's recitations wero otherwise
teresting. It was a great treat to hoar the Coque-
101 recite droll selections from comedies. Ibey
ive the bocca ridenta which the Italians prize in
irlesquc actor*, and the youngest ot the brothers
is an Irish twinkle in his eye. His maternal
amlfatbei was an Irish sailor who established
mself as a baker In Boulogne after driving there
baker's cart. Alphonse Daudet is to read next
onth at a "ladies'" soiree at Madame Adam's ono

his poems, and Eroktnann and Cbatrian chapter*-;
om a patriotic novel which is to be published in
i Nouvelle Revue.

HEIGHTS AND SHIPPING ON THE LAKES.

WNERS OP VESSELS RKJOICI.N'O IN FAVORABLE
COKTRAtTTS FOR TnE SEASON.WEAK FURNACE
MEN IN IKOUBLI'a WITH TUE UlOU FREIGHTS.

COAL, ORAIN AND LUMBER TRANSPORTATION.
ROM Alf Ol"CA*"IONA_ CORRr-BPOJ-DEST OF THU TRIBUKK.)
Cleveland, April 21..Vessel mon in tbis
glon are, as a general thing, well pleased witta tue

itlook, because they bad tbe good sense to make sen-

n contracts last Winter, when Iron ore freights were at

e highest point. In about two ween* -luring last Jan-
try 1,700,000 ton* of Murquette and Esonnaba ore

ere sold and covered with contracts for delivery,
bout 1.300,000 tons of Ulla ore are to come to Cleve-
ud aud adjacent port* on Luke Erle, anil thc truffle
ill require at least 150 vessels. Nearly every craft
sro sultablo for the business ls chartered fur tbe sea¬

na assuring tbe owners from fl 75 to $2 per ton from
.canalla, and $2 50 to 8285 from Marquett*. As they
irried ore last season ss low as 00 cents from the
rmer port and $1 25 from the latter, lt will be seen

lat they havo good oaaso for n-Joictug. This largo
tantlty of ore. exceeding the cut in* iiruiluetlon of the
Ines last season, was S"ld to the furnaces in this region
prices ranging from $10 to 912 50, or at un advance
about f5 per ton on last year's prices.
ls well understood thut ninny of these largo

lnlng companies declared dividends of 40 per cent ou

ielr stock valuation for 1S70, and some idea may lie

lined of tbe enormous dividends tbey anticipate at tho
id of tbis year's business. Mr. Tilden ls largely inter¬

ned in what ls huown as the New-Yirril mine, which

roduxed some 00,000 tous of oro lost season, and which
111 in all probability double its production tbis yean
ila ls one of the sources from which " tbe barrel " ls to

b replenished.
There ls trouble, however, brewing with the wenkor
irnaoe men, who are already faining of repudiating
ielr oontraot* In view of tho recent decline lu Iron.'
I* ls well understood that a number of weak concerns

'ere blown in on tho wave of prosperity
i tbis line of business last Fall, and now they -nd that

lev cannot pay these prices for oro and compete In the

isrket wltb foreign iron, and they are asking the oro

ompanlea to divide their enort_ou*j profits rather than
:o them forced to the wall. As thc oro companies aro

ettlng the lion's share, the vessel men do not feel dis¬
used to reduce lrelght *. There ts also some anxiety on

il* account lu anticipation of a reduction or wages of
io furnoce men, which would in all probability lead to
umerous strikes and more or less trouble throughout
liolron and coal regions. Coal freights to Lake Mlcbt-
an ports havo declined from 00 cents to CO cents per ton-
be open Winter aird the low pilce of anthracite coal
ist Bouton leave ibo dealers In thc northwest with lib¬
ral stocks on hand this Spring, and In consequence the
eninuil is light. Another causa of the bre.uk tn luke
"eights, both here and at Chicago, ls the early opening
f navigation on the lower lukes, while the upper-lake
rgiun und the ore ports are mill closed with lee. Thi*
liable.! a part of the oro fl. rt t.i put in mic trip, In coal
nam! gi alu duwil, before they could possibly get nny
re to carry. This rush of vessels to chicago tins re-
ueed tho rate ou corn front fl cents to 3*-a cents to Buf-
-ilo at tbe present time { but lt is thought that as soon
n the upper-lake region opens er_lu freights will rule
lgncr, on tho large aninnnt of grain to be transported
rill be out of proportion to tbe numbeoof craft in tbe
rade.
Tho high freights last Fall and the ore contracts of
ist Winter stimulated shln-bu.Miug, and lt ls an easy
latter to count t wenty largo propellers and barges now
n the stocks at various points around lite lakes. The
nniieue** ia to larger craft, aud towing ls grariimlly
skiug tue plaee of Balling, while every Inch nf water
i tbe Sault Canal rind at the Linie-kilns Crossing lu tue
.etr.il. R.ver ls utilized. A falri-rlmiito of this tomiHge
t the lukes would exceed 35.000 Inns, nnd lt xxould not
irlude a large amount of rebuilding thut has 1. cn done
hu past Winter. The total tounsve thut passed out of
ominlnsion laat season was 18.500 tons, nnd it was an
uuuuully Btormy year nu ihe lakes, though thus
sr this season hula fnlr to exeetrd it. Making
ll allowances in thl« rer-tpeet neoesaary, li ls safe to ean-
late un Increase of 20,000 tons in the American bot-
Dms on the lakes this season. The estimated produc¬
ion of the Lake Superb* mines ls about 2 OOO ooo tons
or this year. This, with 13,000.000 bushels of grain lu
-ak Michigan ports to OOBM forward, and the usual
mount of lumber, about 2.500,000,000 fool*, to bo i ar-

led, with a lair freightage lu coal ami merobandlte, to
he upper lake region, will givo active cmployine.it to
be tonnage of tbe lakes, und tho prospects, nt this early
av, are certainly good, notwithstanding tbe present
oprosslon In freights.

OBITUARY.
EZRA B. FRENCH.

Washington, April 2*4..Ezra B. French,
econd Auditor of the Treasury Department, died at an

arly hour this morning of Rright's disease.

Mr. French was a native of New-Hampshire,
chere be received a common school education. He nf-

erward settled In Maine, and l>eoame Secretary of btate.
Ie was elected ss a Republican to the XXXVItb Con-
treas, serving from December 5.1850, to March S, 1801.
"taring bia term of service he wm a member of the Com¬
mittee on Manufactures. He was a member of the Peace
y"ongrc*a in 1861. He waa appointed us Seoond Auditor
iy President L.uooln in August, 1801, and was confla¬
ted lu offlee by Presidents Johnson. Orant aud Hayes.

-a,-

HAYNES LOUD.
Haynes Lord, tho leading member of tbo

..ll-known dry goods boase of Haynes Lord A Co., No.
137 Duane-st., died suddenly on Friday at his home, on

Itaten Island, In tho eighty-first year of his age. Ha

aaa born on Mareb 29, 1800, in Hartford, Conn., and
-ss said to be tbe oldest dry goods merchant in this
-ty. When a young man be waa connected with tie
louse of Porter, Lorri A Co., in hia native elir. Wben ie

Irst came to thia city to enter business be was employ*d
>y Arnold A Lathrop. lu 1836 he surfed In business
ror himself, his tl.m being known at different times is

Lord ii -ti-bblus, Lord, Warner, Salter A Oft., Lord, War¬
ier. Evana A Co., and Haynes Lord.
Mr. Lord leaves a wife aud thi en children. He will bc

juried on Monday, and tho funeral services will be held
it St. Peter's Ubiu-eli, in B_rclay-»t.

rn

CAPTAIN EDWARD M. WRIGHT.
W-iSHlNOTON, April 24..Captain Edward M.

Wright, of the Orduaaeo Department, United States

Army, committed suicide to-day by shooting himself In
the bead with a pistol. _______

Captain Wright was a native of Indiana,
md wns graduated from the Military Academy In 18t*fl.
He becamo a _r*t lieutenant tn 187*1, and in 1876 rt-

ioived his commlssrou bb captain.

Tho Fort Guinea (.Uti.) Tribune has nn old
jooroo mau among uo Satbeeriners wm* missed his pater
Erne week recently end cal- d nt Use offier, tn int-turn '.hw
reason. He wa, a*-Biircd that tue paper had imm malled
io bim as ns-al. After studving aw.'iiIm be mid I " When
lr-_cr.tiedford~ pu pot- I didn't, m.. ko my mark und I
laoii.hi dat -lons-t hare aoiucttiiu.. to Oo wid lt. Quod
rvo-lug, boat."

¦HOPS ANDALgAl UL.J-» iuiuo.

A CHOP-HOU8E WITH A HISTORY.
SK OP N.W-YOBB\*< OLDB8T DOWX-IOW.V RBSOItTB

.TUB BROKERS, LAWTKB- AND MEBCHABTS
WHO BBMOY " OLD TOM'S" HOSPITALITY.RKM-
IN1BCENC-0 OF THU KNIGHTS OK THK BOUND

"I.int.ir. THB BEKF8TKAK CLUB AND OTHBR

ci.cnfl.mn nkw-tobb op p-obtt years ago.
** Old Tom's " chcp-lionse, in Thameo-st., is one of

ae moot singular nnd interesting of down-town re-

irts, and during the eighty years since it was eo-

iblishfd hos never been without a large clrclo of

itrons. Borne of tho frequenters of the place have
iten their lunches there from a time dating back
rr-fore tbe War. There are many interesting stories
nd reminiscences that group themselves around
ie old house, since it was tho favorite resort of tbe
its of years ago.

THE HOUSE AND IT8 PATRONS.
Swinging over tbe door of an old chop-house
tbe narrow lane known as Tharaes-st., only a few rods
om Broadway, ls a sign whleb looks as if lt had been

altered by the storms and winds of soores of years,
nd indeed Its weather-beaten appearance does not belie

;s age; for tbe story goes tbat some time early in the

10s this sign was painted by one of the guests of " Old

om " Ilolubnu, wbo in 1830 had assumed charge ot the

Hop-bouse. Strolling down tbe gloomy lane from Broad-
ay one sees the portrait ot a Jolly-looking old fellow,
rho ls eyeing tbo mug of foaming ale which
on tho table by bis side. Ou tbe opposite

.lo of tbe sign ls the portrait of the same man.the
Oid Tom." whose name suggests so mncb to those wbo
re familiar with tbe history of tbe place for tbe last

Ighty years. A few years after " Old Tom" tools*

barge of the bouse bo pursuaded Judgu Whitley, ot

few-Jersey, so tbe story runs, to paint him a sign. The

udgo was fond of "Old Tom's" ale, sud
as one of his regular patrons. Ho bad, too.

-.me skill with the brush. Bo " Old Tom" pro-
nrod a slab of mahogany, sud after attending eburoh

io Judge would come every Sunday and add a few
¦ore touches to tho unfinished portraith until at

ist the sign was completed and was hung up. There lt

ss swung to this day, contrasting singularly of late

cars with thc aristocratic sign ¦ L. Delmoirioo " which
oe sees on Broadway as be loaves " Old Tom's," and
rhich seems to look down upon Its bumble rival with
igni-i-d scorn.

Although the chop-bonso has acquired the greaterpart
f Its reputation since the time when " Old Tom " took
lossession, lt baa an interesting history beginning with
he present century. About tbe year 1800 a Mrs. Weeks

pened a beer shop in tho corner room of ao old two-

tory frame building which stood at tbe corner of
"hames-st. and what was then teapoaOS Lone, now dlg-
ntled Into Teraple-nt. Plain and s ibatintial meals were
uroished and thc house prospered.
In those years tho hall of the City Hotel wss the
avorite place fer dances and operatic concerts. At the
Jntou Hotel, In William ut., discussions by eminent
nen, Alexander namllton among them, took place on

eriginv legal nnd political questions. Most of the
Iwilling-boin-ea were below Maiden-lane and Cortlandt-
t., and the Battery wns tho favorite resort on Sum¬
ner evenings for the Knickerbocker maidensand their

lovers. Loiter Broadway, Bowling Green, Broad-st.
ind Wall-st. wero tho fashionable quarters of tho city.
Che land io tho vicinity of Fourteentb-st. was then
livIded Into farms and old Dutch bomesteads. Many
xf tbe old families wbo bved down-town had country
csldences on Brooklyn Heights. Conspicuous among

be old Knickerbocker houses near the Battery were tbs

lovcniuient House, ot thc Bowling Oreen, and the Ken*
icdy House, No. 1 Broadway. During the Revolution
Hie Kenni dy BOBSS was occupied by Clinton and Howe,
md there Audio began his correspondence with Bene¬
lux Arnold. Kennedy subsequently becamo Earl of
.'assails.
In the course of Hmo Mrs. Weeks married William

ItCTool.ls, and the nlc-house in Thinnes-st., wblch even

hen r< apod substantial benefit on account nf its near-

less to the City Hotel, took thonomo of " Old Beynolds's
leer Shop." Reynolds wns a obolerlo old fellow,
r!tb many ecceutno.tlis, and his Jovial guests played
nany wild pranks on him In ord<*r to laugh at his oxhi-
iltlonri of temper. In marked commet wItb ita present
ipi>ear:ince, his shop was dingy, smoky nnd filled with
.obwebs. All this waa changed, however, when tlie

-resent huil.lug was built on tho silo of the old frame
louse.
For a few years a man named Mums dealt ont the ale

to clamorous customers, and finally Thomas Holaban,
-ho bsd been employed In the City Hotel on thc site of
-hat ls now tbe Boreel Building, bought out M..ma's
shop, rind from tbat year.1P30.tho chop hoiine hus
jone under thc name of " Old Tom's." In former times

it was frequented by a large number of dry-goods mer¬
chants and clerks, hut at present business and profes-
. lon-il men of all classes, particularly brokers and law¬

yers, meet at the smooth, highly polished tables of hard
A'ood.
As one enters the room bo MM on thc left a table cov¬

ered with unlooked meats, fish and vegetables, tbs sight
nf which tends to whet one's appetite. Behind tho coun¬

ter, nearly In front of the door, stands Thomas Holaban,
not the " Original Old Tom," but his son. " Tom " ls a

inlet, busy man, wbo moves around tho small room tak¬
ing orders and having a word or two with this or that
old customer, and every little while hustenin*- back to

the counter to make change. At very short Intervals
-ben trade ts liveliest, that Ib at tho lunch hour, Tom
rakes from one of tbe pegs behind him a

toby which ls -Hod with foaming ale and
llsces lt beside the chop Just ordered
.crchance by the broker, whoso head is filled wltb his
Homing's success or failure on tho " street." Tho room

s Irregular, and on the dark walls hang ten or a dozen
»ngravings and prints. The scene of the surrender of
[.ord Cornwallis at Yorktown, portraits of Henry Clay,
-'rankiln Pierce nnd Mary, Queen of Soots, n view of

;he Senate Chamber tn tho days of Webster, Clay aud

Calhoun, and a sporting print called "The norse Fair"
ire among the pictures. " Old Tom's" is

.apltal pince in whlob to study types of character
luring tbe busy hour. The merchant nnd his clerk meet
tero opon au equality. At one tabto recently was a

lehool Commissioner who bas depended upon " Old
rom's" for his steaks for twenty years or morel at an-

ither a couple ot yoong Englishmen, who wero devour-

ng their obops and ale wltb great relish; at -mother sat

in old oustonier, pant middle agc, wbo bad brought bis
.oy from New-Jerscv in order to acquaint him with tho
lelinicles of "Old Tom's" lurderj at another sat a

piariet of young brokers, whe were laughing over tbo
-cell-told stories of one of their number; and a: another
-sis n group of politicians earner-Uy discussing ques¬
tions which they evidently (bought wire of momentous

Importance to the nntlon. Senttered here and thero on
no tallies are newspapers, weekly and dully, whleb give
Ibo pince a homelike, Inviting upiieurnnce.
"Old Tom's" lia- been a favorlto resort forclnbsof

voling mon. In the old days when tho first families
lived well down-town, toe chop-bonse was miioh visited
in the evening. Then lt was mere of an ale-house und
leu of au rating-house. A dozeu congenial spirits would
meet by a tacit sort of understanding, order their ale.
fill their pipes, and settle themselves for a long evening
of song, Jokes and witty stink**. In thus" nays tbe opera
aud tbe theatres were down-town, und "Old Tom's" waa
an intrudive nineo In which to talk ever the latest sluger
or uetor. Now, however, tbe place ls shut up lu
the evening, the up-town current bavlng curried tbo
patrons of the ale-house out of resell in those hours.
That the cooking of tho house at the preneut day ts good
ls testified lo by many of tho members of tue well-
knovxn lieefsteiik nub, whose favorite dish ls a Juicy,
nuder steak. Fitz Uroeno Hailcek and other " Knights
uf the Hound Tublc " .vere accustomed to meet at " Old
Tom's " hospitable board. All of them had hormriry
titles of Borne sort, and aa uioit of them
lived In tbe neighborhood they could safely eujoy very
Into boure over their foaming mugs. These young
fellows, most of them Joiuii.illsrs and literary meit, met
with considerable ro.nlurity. although their club was a

club only In name. Still each man had his pvculmr
seat, and was expeotod to bo present to occupy Ita
Several rules, ono of them being thut no ono should put
bis hat on tbe table, wero rigorously enforced, a viola¬
tion resulting lu a Ano. In caie objection wau wade to

tue One a oourt would be iuiniriilately organized, aud a

t.ml, eii'ising ibo mool iiproailous tun, would follow.
It ls interesting to bear Tom tell now bow those good

old days havo goue j bow ihe establishment of the dry
goods qnnrter of tho city in lt. present place changed
the char.n ter of bis ale Lourie. He iovos to dwell on tbe
time winn bc, a lad of ten or twelve years, sold opera
librettos at Castle Garden, where balls and other festi¬
vals as well as eutertHiuiueuts weie given ; when Jenny
* id appeared at thc Irving House, aud was serenaded

the volunteer Fire Department. Young Tom was InLind nppenred at the Irving House, and was serena,led
hy Mc Volunteer Eire Department. Young Tom was In
the Fire Department then, und says tbat this was tbo
custom of " tbo boya " wbo were animus tbat every
great singer or actor who nunn to Now-York should give
them a benefit Madame PonUI, Sill lt Wi.llork'a, was
a. one lime leading lady at the old Broadway Theatre
tn what ls now Worth-su John Gilbert, Mrs. Abbott sod
Mrs. Pops were also of inls theatre, the proptctor
being Colonel Mann, of Philadelphia, wbo waa
coriaianHy involved lu law suits. Tom is fond
Ot Bpeaklug ano of John Brougham's finished acting;
and of the varied fortunes of the Bowery Tuentre and
the old Park Theatre in Park-row. which wus burned
lute In thc '-iOa. " Everybody liveddowu town lu those
old days," said he, rooenlly, dividing his attention, aa
be taiked. Impartially between an nttoutive
Impimi reiiorier ood a tempting-looking ebon.
'¦Judge D in iiiiif was boru tn WiMiilugton-st.,a fnet tbat
Will seem strange certainly to tbe younger generation.
With a few ezeeptions all of tb***** ci ons streets as tar us

Park-place wero as narrow as this lane wo Breon.

In those days the Elysian Fields io Hoc-okcn were

tho favorite, pleasure-grounds on Sundays. Mo one
went -BMW- iu New-Yoik. Barelav-st. would be
. rowden all day Munday with prop)-, on their way to th*
Hoboken lerry-boata. When Preaid'-ut Pierce opened
tho Crystal l*jlae»* ibat t ari of toe city nt Korty-Bi-*r»nii-
st. was wasts land. Kvaiy foreigner ot dlo.luetton used
to lund st the Bullery, sud proee-sion* ou July A wumd
form on lbs Battery aud be dlBiuls*e<Ut City Hali Park.
K-iob ons of ibo coinDames of m iilUa lu tboas paradas

used to be dressed In Its own pecn't**r uniform, alt of
it-cm making a funnv slant when n line."

DEAlli IN TEE 8TEEEAGB.

UNUSUAL MOBTALnT AT $5A.
DP-fCfAL IJK« TRY HfTO THK CA^t-Kfi Ol THB TrHK-

TRKN DEATHS ON BOARD TBR STEAMSHIP OBIO.

The thirteen deaths ocenrring during; tbe
royage among tbo Immigrant children wbo arrived on
Ibe steamship Oblo, ot tbe North German Lloyds Com-
r*_ny. on Friday, was made, the subject of special
orestigation by Superintendent Jackson, of the
Bureau of Emigration, yeaterday. Tba Ohm made

ihe voyage from Bremen to New-Tork la six¬
teen days, and brought to this country
1,342 immigrants, among whom wero 372 children
under ten years of age, aod 166 under one yaar of age.
[>r tbe whole number 500 were Poles, snd moot of tbe
remainder wero Oerm ans. Yesterday morning sonia of

the families whoso children bad dletl during the voyage
*-tered complaint at tbe offlce of tho Commissioners of

Emigration tbat their children died from toe effects of
overcrowding snd foul air. Tho ages of tbs

3audron were between seven months and throe

rears, and their deaths occurred between April 8 and 23,
two dying on tbe 13th and four on tbo 19th. The report
of the steamer's surgeon, Dr. Opella, states tbat the

children died from pneumonia, diphtheria and abdom¬
inal catarrh. Tbe witnesses examined by Superintend¬
ent Jackson were Mrs. Wilhelmina Pesobeike, Mrs. Au¬

gusta Schalafsky, Mrs. Valentia PUipsky and others.
Mrs. Pesobeike, a native of Pomerania, Prussia,
testified tbat ehe started on tbe voyage with
two children, botb of whom were in good health
She found sleeping accommodations eu tho main deck,
which was covered over, but so great was tbe crowd
that the passengers were compelled to sleep upon sny
parts of tho deck which tbey could find, covering the

floor so thickly that it was a difficult matter to move

aboat without stepping on some one. So far as

she knew, tbe sexes were not separated. Tbe

air was thick and foul, owing to a lack

of ventilation. All wete not properly supplied
with food, there being no system in Its distribution, snd
all at meal-times rushed to help themselves, the strong¬
est securing the first places and crowding the weaker

persons away. On last Sunday her youngest child was

taken slok. Its flesh was hot and tongue parched. She
held lt in ber arms, there being no room for ozerclae.
Tbe ship's physician administered medicine, but tho

child died the same night Tbe supply of water wm In¬

adequate, aad when none could be obtained she was

compelled to purchase bottled beer of thu steward.
Mrs. Scbalafsky testified tbat she and ber husband bad

embarked with three children, one of whom died dur¬

ing the voyage. Tbey were all strong and hearty when

tbey entered tbe ship. On the sixth day out the young-
eat child was taken sick with fever. Tbe ship's doctor

pre-<.ribcd for it, but before bo saw lt a second time tbe

child died. She bod no doubt that the death
of tbe child was caused by the fool air of tbe

cabin. She bad ofteu boen hungry but, owing to

the great crowd, berhusband contd not got what tbey
needed. She corroborated the testimony of the previous
witness In regard to the overcrowded condition of the
vessel, and of hundreds sleeping on the floors. Other
witnesses gave similar testimony, all declaring their be¬
lief tba; tbe children died because of foul air caneed by
overcrowding,
Testimony for tbe company was given by Captain

Gustave Meyer, of the Ohio, and the steamer's surgeon,
Dr. G. Opelts. Captain Meyer said tbat there wero

enough berths for tbe passengers after the first night
Many of them, however, preferred to sleep on tbs floor.
One thousand one hundred and fifty berths were put up
for th ls voyage. Many of the passenger* complained of

too much air instead of too little. In regard to

the food, the captain said that he visited the steerago
three times a day, and waa pressnt when mosr of the

meals were served and when tho fresh water was served.

Fully 20 per cent more rations were cooked tban tbe

regulations required. Tbe Poles, of whom there wero

500 on board, behaved very badly, and frequently one
mini sot the rations for sover.il persons. There were

7.800 pounds of fresh meat on board when tbe Ohio left
Bremen, and this waa ail used up oo tbs voyage.
In lils opinion the deaths of tbe children wera not
caused by the foul air, but were rath-r due to the fact
that the mothers neglected (he instructions of tbe doc¬
tor. As soon as the children were taken sick, they were
removed to tbehoiplials, where they were fed with tbs
fond used at the ollieits' table. All the adults tbatwen
on tne ship were landed tn good health, and all tbe
Children wbo died were Poles, und were neglected hy
their mothers. The captain said no complaints were
maila to him by the passengers. The German law do¬
ti muries tho number of passengers willoh o steamer
mav carry.
Tho captain's testimony was also signed by Max

Rumuke, the fourth officer of tho ship, who had charge
of the steerage during tbo voyage.
Dr. Opeits said that he had three hospitals under his

charge The children wen* all taken to these as soon as
tbey became sick, but In some cases the mothers wero

mix.Ming to let them remain there alone- He
did not think that the deaths ot tbe children
were causod by tbo bad air of the steerage. It
was very difficult to treat the children success¬
fully, ab tbe mothers were so supe silt.tons tbat
they were unwilling to follow bl* directions.
Dr. Herman Schumacher, the German Consul-General

at tilt* cltv. hos requested that all tbe testimony in the
ciao be trent to bim, bo that he eau forward lt to tbo
(ii 1111:111 Minister at Washington, If he thinks lt ad¬
vilu bl e.
Complaint was entered yesterday by three omlgrant

passengers of the steamer Hobenstaafer, also of tbe
North Germin Lloyds Company, whlob arrived yester¬
day. The alli Uivlts set forth that Bit-hard Libere, Mi¬
chel .Moyer and L o Schmidt made contract to be trans¬
ported to No xi -York by the steamer Riieln. but In tbo
office of the Lloyds Compauy at Bremen they were ad¬
vised tn sturt by tho Hohenstaufer. which, it vin* stated,
xxiiuldgo ahead of the Rnoin and land them In New-
York sooner. Over OOO Germans and Austrians
took passage, under the impression that they were

to sall dlreotly to New-York. After tbe steamer snlie.i
lt w.4S ascertained from the sailors that the ship would
stop at Christian.!. Norway, where it did stop and re¬

mained two and a half days. Hero OOukmoro passengers
were taken on hoard. Tho iiftldavitH eoutnln allegations
ol bud treatment, overcrowding and Insufficient food.
Tho testimony nt John A. tit* urtnaun, purser of tbo

Hubenstuufer, was taken yeiterd-y In the ease bv Su-
peiliitcndent Jackson. Mr. Stcarmann testified thar no

complaints had been madn t.¦ him, und'that the steamer
had uot been overcrowded.

HIE COURTS.

DIVORCE SOUGHT FOR BIGAMY.
A suit for absolute divorce bas been brought

In tho City Court of Brooklyn on the poi t of John Dower,
ago twenty-one agalust his wife. Mary Dower, age nine¬

teen. They wer- married lu 187S. and lived happily at
first. Abont two months ago Dewer, wbo ls a German
baker, went to Chicago to arrange for a situation. In
his abseuco Mrs. Dewer visited one of the numerous
" dime miiscume" In Fulnm-st.. Brooklyn, and made
the nrqifilntuuco of one Henry Ruben, a glass-blower,
there employed. She professed to be unmarried, aod
the acquaintance throve so vigorously That they were
married on March 7, tn this city, and began housekeep¬
ing at No. HO Chrystal*-*!. After a few weeks Ruben
learned that bis wife had a mother-in-law, and dis¬
covered upon inquiry, much to his surprise, that she
ulso possessed another husband. When she wns informed
of his knowledge slit* did not deny the facts, and a

separation followed Upon lils return Dower beard of
what hud occurred lu bis absence, and instituted divorce
proceedings.

WRONG WAY TO COLLECT A aFEE.
A suit of a pecnliar nature waa tried before

Judge Slnnott and a Jury in tuc Marine Court on Friday
inst, and resulted In a verdict yesterday. The complaint
ebarged that on November 3,1878, Neil Mccallum, an
old merchant of tbis city, with a friend who desired
some legal papers drawn, entered the offlce ot Chaun¬
cey 8. Ti-aux. a lawyer, who drew up the documents re¬

quired. Ti uiix then demanded from McCulluiu his fee.
which tba latter refused to pay on tbe grcuud tbat the
work was not for bl.u, and tbat tne mau wbo ordered lt
was in tbe offloe. Mr. Mccallum asserts tbat Truax
locked the door. Buring be would uot let him out until
the money was paid. As soon as released Mv. McCallum
non-lit his Bttornevs.Colonel Rodger snit Dnvld Mitchell,
and suit for #1,000 dnmaaes was oeir ii 11 acalnat Truax.
Tbe hitter on the stand admitted having drawn the bolt,
but claimed lt was looked onlr a tew moments. Tba
verdict loeovered. with costs, amounts to $230.

" ARMY INIteZLIgENCE.
Washington, April 2-..The following sp_-

clal order has been Issued by tlie War Department:
Wltb tbo approval of the Secretary ot War. tbe follow¬

ing In'r-rehange of station.* of regiments m hereby an¬

nounced : The 1st Infantry ts transferred from tbs

Department of Dakota to tba Department of Texas, to
relieve tne 23tli Iut.totry. The former regimen** will

proceed to San Au tonio, Texas, reporting to tbe De¬

partment Cminandor: and tba 25th Infantry will

proceed to Fort Randall for assignment to posts by
tbe Commanding General of tbe Department of Dakota.
Aa many of tbs enlisted men of the fifitii Infantry will bo
transferred as may <>o required to till tho _4t!i Infantry
to tbe standard ot 300 men.
An Army Retiring Hoard baring found Captain Will¬

iam 8. Collier, -ith Infantry, incapacitated tor active
service, and that bis incur.selly ta not the result o. an
lucid nt of servloe.be ls, by direction of the President,
wholly retired from the eervloe. to take effect Apill 27.
Captain Eugene. B.OTbb*. AssistsntQuartermsstrr.wlll

report for uu.y to tho Coiuu.anttiug General. Depart¬
ment of Dakota.
Leave of absence granted Surgeon John Moon ls ex-

ten led two months.
Lcov. of absence for six months from May 1 ls granted

First-Lieutenant C. I.. A. Totten. <tt_ Artillery. At
tbe expiration of his leave be wlil proceed to loin his
battery lu tbo Department of California.

A boy cnn imagine almost anything; he can
logan old shut-gun iibotu all day wltboui firing at a liv¬
ing thing ami bounder tue nnor-maton thal le's havluc a
howling good nae. Bat sit attempts to lu.iaoo a bur to'
imagine tsat he's killing Indians when he la sawing
wood havo proved funi, .~fBristol (Ponn.1 Observer.

LETTERS FROM THK, F-EOFLfi
NULEAAD FRUIT MINION TO HOSPrTAlA
To the Editor of The Trthnno.
Sm: I wish to call the ftttdntion of thoa*

nterostcd to aa oat-rprue opnipnrattvaiy new aad fail
)f luuire beueilt, not only to those for whom it n o*. i
dgcod, bot to tbo oommunity at largo. I allua* to tho
' Now-York Bible and Fruit Mission to Hospitals " nod
;he coffee-house tbat baa boon opened tn osnaooUoe*.
s-ithit. The utle Hardly embraces tb* scope of the
ivork. It ls a well-known fact tbat tbero aro discharged
>veryyear at tho foot of East Twentr-slxth-sb frost tbo
nntltu tiona of the It-ands as saaoy as 60,000 pooali,
lomprtsing the convict, the inebrtato, sad theconvsias-
¦coi. To quote from a report oa tho Mission 5 " EiMum-
ea.) and disheartened, tbeao people aro turned adria
lpon a world wbleb not unreasonably snspoots tho oaea -

sondemned, and lends a tardy sympathy to a otaso so
-holly ostracised hysoeioty.** Wot thean onfortaaata
persons the liquor dealer, wltb his too-eaffly entered
.©sort, Iles lo watt 1 aad dlseoorafed by nnn sncicooi tn
Indmg employment, with teaao-eiee Mt wholly coa-
inered, behold tho half-rafsjr-Md vlotlm of himself
urned Into a dangerous member ot society, to bo again
lonsignod to tbs reformatory 1 or, worse still, left loons
:o depredate upon tho oommunity.
A number of prominent and ehatitable Iodise aad tum-

;!emen formed an assoolatlen under tho nama above
illuded to 1 and through tho aid of a few of oar protnt-
lent citizens, a building was constroeted, which, on
Vugust 9,1879, openedlts doors In East Twenty-stxtb-
it. opposite the main eotranee of Bellevue HospttsL
rbe edifloe ls a substantial brick ooo, two stories
ugh, aad sonta_u,beald«a ebopel and reading room wtth
{arden attached, a coffee-mom, whore a substitute hi
¦ffered to the classes Blinded 10 for the polsoo with which
lbs liquor dealers would supply thom. Hero tbey may
Ind a good.comfortable home, fneadly advice and cona-

.el, and all those Influences which tend to soften tho
heart of even the most degraded by finding tbat bo lt noa
coked upon as a pariah, an ostracised object of fear and
llstrust. A good meal may be enjoyed ot tho trifling
sxpense of a few cents; tbe design being to avoid all
teud«_i.y to pauperise; yet if any person ia unable ao
pay, the managers glvo him tho same food without
recompense, white a radtag-i-oom opens its door* to
those wbo desire to avail themselves ol its privilege-**1.
To tbis refuge many resort whom no other enanty

reacboe, and who but for it would relapse Into their
former state. Not always successful, perhaps, tbo re¬
sult ls far bettor thoa could be supposed, and is enough
to encourage the managers to hop* for great ultimata
heneflt and enable them to ask help to carry on tho work
ilready begun under such favorable auspices. Bot oaly
is this branch of lt worthy of assistance, but also tho
other departments, one of which send- lu emissaries
through the hospitals to corry com forts aud luxuries to
those unfortunates wbo, lacking home and frtends, aro
sontJded tn illness to the large publio Institutions. On
the oiffee-hoase, which a liberal citizen ol New-York ha*
[tiready helped into existence, there ls still a balance
lue of over fl ,000, which moot bo nada
ap In funds. .Any contributions for this max
be sent to the tres-mror of the association, Miss E. H.
Bodman. No. 13- West Twenty-thlrd-sL, and will ba
ifraiefnlly received aa an aid to an immediate termlna-
tton of present difficulties. Clnihlng and provisions of
iny kind may be sent direct to the building of the ntUO-
.rial.on, Nob. 416 sad -118 Bast Twenty-aixth-OL -MB
kind of beip ls particularly solicited both for the oouam-
Iioubc and tho hospitals. Fruit, jellies or koo for tba
nek win be than.rtuliy received. Kooks for the reading-
room, particularly books of travel and adventure salt-
able for youths and yoong men, wUl be very aooeptaOio.
t'eoliug, as the association does, tbat Its work must ay-
peal to tbe sympathies of all classes la the community,
it rests its demand for help on Its own merits, and on tba
generous Interest which so salutary an undartakl-ff
Must necessarily awaken. bb*

Nets-York, April SS, 1880.

QUENCHING A FIRE IN A COAL BONE.
fo th* Editor ot the tribune.
Sir: On tbe night of May 3, 1879, thia

weaker at tbe Stanton Shaft la Wllkeebarre eaagnt Ora
ind burned down . the pumps wero stopped aad tho
-tne filled with water. The company suooeedod In get¬
ting tho shaft, whlob is 8-40 foot deep, pumped ont In
October, bnt oo ono ot the gangways a slope up -ross

tbe bottom of tbe shaft, aboutBOO feet bi length snd 200
Feet vertical height, waa found to be on Are, bavlng
caught from tbe buming gas in the mine, and whoa tho
water roos In tho slope, tbe ab* being compressed by lt,
prevented the water from rising in tbat part of the mina.

Tho Ore wm burning so briskly they were compelled to

let the mines fill with water again to prevent the entire

mino from getting on fire. To get tbe water to rise into
tbo A shaped apex of the coal measures where tbe fire
was, they employed Mr. John Muirhead, of this place,
to drib a hole six inches In diameter to strike tho gang¬
way at tba blabeat point to let tbe air out, so that tho
water would rise and fill the cavity.
At tho depth of 60S feet he found tbo indications of

the Internal fire, aud the borings came up vory bec At
367 fee' bis drills got fast in the heated rock aod ooo!,
r*or, Instead of coming out In the gangway, be waa tn
tbe solid coal at one side of lt. Bis method of getting
lils drill loose was rather novel. After all the known
methods bad fulled be bad 670 feet of inch pipe, weigh¬
ing 1,008 pounds, attached tn the beam of hs drilling
tnaehloe. and connecting the pipe with a powerful pump
lie forced a stream of water through the pipe at a pres¬
sure of 200 oounds to tba square ineb. The end of tho
pipe fitted with a circular steel Mt, and by working tho
drilling apparatus be succeeded ia removing the ob¬
struction and getting bis drill out, after drilling to tho
bottom of tbe vein.685feet. The air could nor escape,
so to remove the partition of coal ba-tween the gangway
ind the bore they put down a cartridge of glint powder
ten feet long, charged with 100 pounds of giant powder,
nnd fired it with a battery. Tbe powder bad only about
30 per cent glycerine, and did not prove strong enough
to burst tbe burier. Thursday tbey put lo a

larger charge of 80 per cent glycerine sod
hui.-t the coal ont at 'the bottom. Too
-rater filled tbe hole wubin fifty feet of the top. Whoa
the glycerine exploded lt made very little show at tho
lop, bul when the water in the hole tiegun to rush down
lt curried with lt tbe rope that held tbe cartidge aad the
flattery wires, and Mr. Smith, of Plymouth, who was

iring tbe charsre, while endeavoring to save Dla battery
fruin being dragged away and broken, was caught io a
loll or the rope as lt ran out aad his arm waa nearly torn
from bis shoulder und broken.
The main interest in this experiment will be reached

ifter the water is pumped out and they have seen what
the effect of a large c'jurgs of nit ro glycerine bas been at
tbat irrent depth and under the great pressure of over
DOO feet of water. Torpedoes are used lu oil wells, bal
the exact effect is not known. AirrnnACTrn.
Wilkesbarre. Penn., April 20,188a

A WORD NOT EASILY NATURALIZED.
To the Editor of tho Trtoui.o.

Sir : A late paragraph in The Tbibuni
¦ nonka of V. S Giant in " regimentals." I would Uko to

protest against this uso of sword which is gradually
creeping luto Amertoau literatoro. Once in England
when almost every regiment bad a dlstlnotive dress, tbo
me of the word to denote tho Bpecifio uniform of a par¬
ticular regiment, waa proper, and some regiments havo
¦A-orn distinction for the uniform they wore at notable
battles. Only lu this restricted tense, lt seems to me, caa

the word be nscd to Indicate military dress. Io tho
I'ui tod States array soldiers wear 1*, uniform, sad not
regimentals, though slight changes lu rrimmfuz indrosta
the dlflcrent arms of the semor. To designate tbe dress
of some of our military or.auisatloaa the use of tho word
would be proper, because eaoh is unlike the other.
Again, tte person alluded to was a general officer, uud
t-niiid hardly he sold to be one of a i-eximeor. Abroad
where colonel of a re-ltnsat ls an honorary dlttluotloa
sometimes b**s'owed upon a General offleer.the honorary
Colonel might upon occasioa wear ibo uniform of tho
rcguueut, and thus be said to be in regimentals, but lt lo
not so with ns. We uever speak of tbe Continents.
regimentals, hut of the Contini n'al uniform; we say
Naval uniform, we speak of tUe-uniform ot tho Marino
Corps. Let us write military uniform aud not regimen-

tils. Jons E. Noacaoss.
Brooklyn, April 20, W80. *

DEFIANCEOF SACRED DUTYATWEST .POINT.
To the Editer of The Tribune.

Sir : Tbe old, vexed question respecting tbe
rightso* our African cltisens ib again brougut forward,
nenin to bo adjusted. Nor ls this to bs the laat time,
Jmlsiug bv the recent development of facts bi tbo Weat
Point trouble.
Tbe question of vital Importance to tbe people la noa

whether Cadet Whittaker ls tbe victim of a brutal out¬

rage, or, indeed, whether any assault has boca made at
nil. There is a principle involved which Ilea at the oasis
of the Rei ubllo, founded ns lt is upon au aetnowted s*-.

mentor and respoet for ibo rights of every eitisen. It
must have saoekod every .over of Justice that in our

Military Academy, a school established for tho rnrpusa
of educatini tic wirds of tke Government to duieud ila
principles unil protect the rights of its ettitons, there la
a systoniat'0 defiance of luise sacred dune-. Cadet
Whit ta Ko -, a ntlseu of t.>e United States, bv mental at-
t.iinmenr titted 10 euiov 11.0 a-lvanuges of a -Hillary
school, by vii¦nw of his cUueuoblp, should command
eoitrtoi us i.ud sympathetic all* talion.

I.- ibe nfli. ers at west Point ai a unable to rnfurce tba
bnmnne law of civil equality remote them, aa > pal Def¬
ter m'-u and stronger ra tboir places; bul 101 uanoi edu¬
cate, tbo fur ur. .'...emlor* ot our country la be disloyal
lonna of tt« pna-iplBB. L. M. O-xiaa.

A**4t*-l'orJk, April 20, 1880.

A 8KKVANT HUNT IN OALlrX)RNlA.
To thi Editor if The Tr tb un*.

Sir: Uudcr date of April 8, 1880, a sick
laay lu Santa Barbara writes to har falMr in -hod* Isl¬
and: " I think I b& vb turned 1 un cornor again. Out it
was a slow and doubtful piocosi ibis lime, for every¬
thing was against ms. After despairing of flurtieg any
¦-¦..ullin. 1 took back our faithful servant ct last year
with nor broken arm etill ht-lplea-. bat her true bears
innk.a ber one hand more setvlcenble tl,au many
anutfeer'a two. sand I betrsa to improve us soon ns aaa
came. Our Chm unan ha* lennie- a good d- ul, too 5 so
wo are muob netter off. What we should <j<> wlta-ut
these Chinamen lt .8 frightful to think. M»r> thnu ratio
wheo tox> weuk io drew 1 have gut up oat 0 ned and
wrapped in ah.iwls havo driven tor milts mi th . boat
trace of rome woman who wight be induced t > coin*

.aa au uexrommndatiou,' only to find uiy j.nuney usg*
loss; and for two months uo strwamcks »f toe s.er.a-r.'o
was looking lu-8-.u Vt-ucia,co for me. wbbout *"

nbiotuflud any wouibii who would lear* tb*
good wagra, Aad ibis 1* ibo country ia witbrh
people are starving and iroui wbleb tba Ck
stwt gu I"
South i-or-mowM, it. I- April -I, ISfpX


